


OSTMODERN 1  
DDR
Author: ISKRA 
Price ¥2200+tax

A visual feast of places in former 
East Germany that retain their 
“Ost (East) + modernist” look. 
Also serves as a handy guide 

for visiting living products of socialism registered as cultural assets 
or saved from demolition due to their artistic merit, as the socialist 
culture of the past fades in the wake of German reunification.

OSTMODERN 2 
ostblock
Author: ISKRA 
Price ¥2400+tax

As the decades of a socialist 
eastern Europe grow ever more 
re m o te ,  t h i s  b o o k  p rese n ts 
vestiges of the era that even 

post-democratization still capture its culture and history: from vast 
housing estates and Interhotels that time forgot, to railway stations, 
neighborhoods that enjoyed peak prosperity in the postwar years, 
and monuments, all in striking photographs accompanied by text that 
also explains specialist terminology.
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METRO LISBON
Author: Takano Ritsuko  
Price ¥2000+tax

In Portugal’s luminous capital of Lisbon, 
the metro sys tem comple ted in 1959 
t ransformed ideas of  what the wor ld 
beneath our feet could look l ike. This 
book invites readers on a tour of 26 main 
stations, and examples of street tiles, in 
a search for the elaborate azulejo tiling 
that connects the city back to centuries of 

Moorish rule. A stunning photo collection showcasing the beauty of a 
metro system that became a vast gallery, where renowned architects 
and artists of the era competed to show off their talents.

Vintage Japanese Café & 
Restaurant Interiors: NORTH
Authur: Sakai Yasuyuki  
Price ¥1900+tax

The author is a Hokkaido resident and 
café (kissaten) af icionado who visi ted 
Hokkaido coffee shops in 15 towns that 
have become local institutions in those 
towns and witnessed the changes there 
over the decades, meticulously recording 
the cafe in te r io rs and words of  the i r 

owners. Weaving in facts on towns that owe their existence variously 
to coal mining, fishing, hot springs and farming, as he traces the 
personal histories of the cafe owners Sakai sheds light on a more 
workaday Hokkaido absent from the tourist brochures. 

Vintage Japanese Café & 
Restaurant Interiors: WEST
Authur: BMC 
Price ¥2200+tax

T h e  y e a r s  a r o u n d  t h e  19 6 4  To k y o 
Olympics saw an explosion in the number 
of Western-style cafés (kissaten) across 
Japan .  Those tha t  rema in  today a re 
distinguished by their architectural and 
in ter ior at tent ion to detai l ,  and ai r of 
vintage sophistication. The sumptuous 

photos in this book focus solely, for the first time, on the alluring 
architecture and interior design of these privately-owned Showa-era 
coffee shops and restaurants. 

Great Buildings:  
Tokyo’s Elegant East
Authur: Tokyo Building Sampo  
Price ¥2000+tax

A visual journey through the warehouse, 
retail, financial and residential districts of 
Tokyo’s east side in search of buildings 
by lesser - known arch i tec ts featur ing 
round windows, tiles, grilles, murals and 
other distinctive mid-century elements. 
Gradual ly dec l in ing in number due to 

earthquake risk, these examples of free-wheeling creative building 
design from Japan’s economic heyday are also products of an era 
when skilled handwork was still greatly valued.

Great Buildings Special Edition:  
Kyoto International 
Conference Center
Authur: BMC 
Price ¥2200+tax

This modernist masterpiece was Japan’s 
first international conference center. Few 
are aware that this complex, ingenious 
assembly of  t rapezo ids and inver ted 
t r a p e z o i d s ,  e p i t o m e  o f  t h e  k i n d  o f 
overzealous design that characterized the 

country’s economic boom years, is one of the century’s great pieces 
of architecture. Features stunning photos by Nishioka Kiyoshi, whose 
unique building-buff perspective makes this deluxe volume one to 
savor.

Text on the Street  
—An Illustrated Guide  
Hale & Hearty Hiragana
Author: Matsumura Daisuke  
Price ¥2000+tax

Adve r t i s ing boards and shop cu r ta ins , 
street signs and banners: Japanese outdoor 
signage has a long history, and in form and 
design has evolved in idiosyncratic ways. 
Even the advertising hoardings deemed blots 

on the landscape are increasingly homogenous these days, thanks 
to the use of computer fonts. But with 350 carefully-curated, quirky 
hiragana characters from an earlier age, each presented individually 
from a book designer’s viewpoint, this is a volume that rewards even 
the most casual reader.

Text on the Street  
—An Illustrated Guide  
Kooky Katakana
Author: Matsumura Daisuke  
Price ¥2000+tax

Katakana script has been used for centuries 
�Y�T� � �N�S�H�T�W�U�T�W�F�Y�J� � �K�T �W�J �N�L �S� � �Q�T�F�S� � � \ �T �W�I �X� � �â � \ �N �Y�M��
their original sounds, meaning that many 
words written in katakana are new words not 
originally found in Japanese. Figuring that 

katakana on outdoor signage is thus more likely than hiragana to 
express newness or novelty, the author has assembled this collection 
of photographs that choose and compare multiple versions of each 
single character from a selection of weird and wonderful signs 
nationwide. Also includes on-the-job interviews with signwriters and 
makers of neon signs.

Kawaii Kids on the Block
Authors: Uonome Toruko / Fujimoto Kentaro / 
Matsumura Daisuke  
Price ¥2000+tax

As familiar works of art seen by passersby for 
decades, the signboards, banners, neon signs, 
stickers on shutters and windows, directories 
etc. of shopping streets and arcades reflect 
the lifestyle, culture, and society of their times. 
The authors have taken “kawaii” characters 
that are not from famous companies, and 
sometimes even drawn by hand, and arranged 
these ubiqui tous local landmarks in l ight-
hearted categories.

METRO TASHKENT
Authors: Yonagadou and Daifukushorin  
Price ¥1800+tax

Beneath the parched plains of Central 
Asia lies the region’s f irst underground 
railway system, built during the Soviet era. 
A ban on photography until recent years 
meant that the Tashkent metro, its one-of-
a-kind mosaic murals, tiling, stonework, 
and l ight ing g iv ing i t  an ai r of ornate 
luxury belying its utilitarian purpose, was 

little known outside the country. Showcasing Communist-era railway 
architecture, this book ponders the history of the ancient trading city 
of Tashkent, and its relationship with Russia and the former USSR. 
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Japanese Signboard Architecture 
Illustrated
Authur: Miyashita Junya  
Price ¥2800+tax

In the wake of the apocalyptic destruction of Tokyo in 
the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923, building facades 
were clad in copper or mortar as a fire retardant, 
leading to the emergence of “signboard architecture” 
decorated with Western-style reliefs, Edo-period 
designs and so on. These distinctive buildings display 
a sophisticated level of craftsmanship now in decline. 
Miyashita has compiled a pictorial guide of signboard 
architecture from around the country, consisting of 
�M�N�X���T�\�S�â���N�Q�Q�Z�X�Y�W�F�Y�N�T�S�X���\�N�Y�M���S�T�Y�J�X�����K�T�H�Z�X�N�S�L���U�F�W�Y�N�H�Z�Q�F�W�Q�^��
on buildings from the early 20th century.

Great Buildings Special Edition:  
Sennichimae Misono Building
Authur: BMC 
Price ¥2200+tax

An Osaka landmark located in Sennichimae, 
Namba, the Misono Building has long been a 
local drawcard for those seeking the latest in 
popular culture. This book takes a comprehensive 
look at the architectural, historical and cultural 
aspects of this imposing center of nightl i fe 
and entertainment whose history is sadly now 
�I�W�F�\�N�S�L���Y�T���F���H�Q�T�X�J���â
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